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Thinking about a Baptism for your child?  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
The Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

(Matthew 28: 19)  



The Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint 

Gerard Majella, Lostock Hall  
 

Many congratulations on taking the first step towards planning a baptism in the 
Catholic Church. This leaflet will help you with the plans and arrangements that you 
need to make concerning the necessary preparation and the ceremony itself.  
 
Baptism, very specifically, is the sacrament by which a child or an adult becomes a 
member of the Catholic Church. It is the beginning of the Christian life and the 
gateway to eternal life. The Church rejoices in the precious gift of baptism and takes 
it very seriously.  
 

Generally speaking, you may request baptism for your child in the Catholic Church 
if:  
 

• at least one of the parents is a Roman Catholic;  
• you are willing to bring your child up as a practising Roman Catholic;  
• you are a practising Roman Catholic.  
 
If you are an adult seeking baptism for yourself, please contact Fr Xavier or the 
parish secretary directly (details at the end of this document).  
 
To celebrate a baptism in the Roman Catholic parish of Lostock Hall, you will 
normally reside in the parish or be regularly attending Mass in Lostock Hall. 
 
If you don’t live in our Parish but would like your child Baptised in our Church you 
will need to get permission in writing from your local Parish Priest giving the reasons 
why.  
 

You will need to give us at least four months’ notice of your intention to 

celebrate a baptism. 

The process of planning your baptism with us will take the following pattern:  
 

 

 

 

 

 



1  Please contact the Parish Office by telephone or email and request the 
appropriate application form.  
 

2. You will be informed of the date of the next Baptism Preparation 

Evening. These are usually on a Wednesday evening at 7pm in the Church.   

3. Your request for a baptism will be noted in our parish records. 

4. Please attend the Preparation Meeting as discussed with the secretary. 

Ideally, both parents attend the meeting (bringing baby if necessary!).  Potential 

Godparents are welcome too. 

5. At the Preparation Meeting you will be invited to complete a tear-off slip 
stating that you would like to have your child baptised.  

 

6. A Rite of Welcome is celebrated at a Sunday Mass for your child.  This is 

invariably the first Sunday of each month and takes place during the Mass at 10 

am. 

 

7. Your child’s baptism will usually take place at 12 noon on the first or third 

Sunday of the month (though not the same Sunday as the Rite of Welcome).  Very 

often, more than one baby is baptised during the same ceremony.  This cannot be 

avoided owing to the large numbers of infant baptisms that take place in the 

parish.   

 

8. There is always at least one reading from the Bible at a baptism. More are 

possible, if you wish, but not necessary. Usually, only Bible readings are acceptable. 

Texts from other sources, or poems, are best reserved for use at another time. One 

of your party may wish to read the Bible at the baptism, and the priest, can help 

you choose an appropriate reading. 

9. There is a fee of £70 for the preparation course and baptism itself.  
However, it is also customary for a collection to be made as well at the end of the 
ceremony. 
 

10. You may, of course, have your child baptised if you are not married but 

please make sure that you and your partner agree to bring the children up in the 

Catholic Faith. 

11. The Church’s Canon Law states that a child to be baptised will need one or 
two Godparents. You may have more if you wish. At least one Godparents need to 
be Roman Catholics, but Christians of other churches may stand as Christian 
Witnesses. Godparents and Christian Witnesses publicly state their belief in Jesus 
Christ.  



 

Finally 
 
We are delighted that you want to celebrate a baptism with us and will do everything 
we can to make your day a happy and memorable one.  Most importantly, we 
promise to pray for you and to keep praying for you between now and the baptism.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us, using the details listed below: 
 

Via email:  saintgerards@btinternet.com 

In Writing:  The Presbytery 

  17C Brownedge Road 

  Lostock Hall 

  Preston 

  PR5 5AA 

Telephone: 01772 335387 

 

 


