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Issue No 701 June 2026June unfolds with the quiet
strength of faith taking root and
growing. The fire of Pentecost
still warms the Church as we
continue our journey through
the season of Ordinary Time,
learning how the risen and
living Christ is made known not
only in great moments, but in
daily faithfulness.

The Holy Spirit breathes life
into the Church, calling us to
be witnesses of hope,
compassion, and courage in
the world around us. In our
homes, our workplaces, and
our parish life, God continues
to work — often gently, often
unseen — shaping hearts and
renewing spirits.

Jesus walks with us now as
surely as He did with His first
disciples, encouraging us to
trust, to listen, and to love
generously. In this season of
growth, we are reminded that
holiness is found not only in
celebration, but in
perseverance, kindness, and
service.
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Walking with the Saints in Eastertide  -  Continued

In the heart of Eastertide, the Church walks slowly, allowing the
joy of the Resurrection to sink into ordinary life. The saints of May
teach us that risen life takes shape through fidelity, courage,
repentance, and love—often quietly, sometimes at great cost.

As summer unfolds and the light of the days lengthens, June
invites us to continue walking faithfully with Christ through
Ordinary Time. The saints who accompany us this month show us
that holiness is lived out not in extraordinary circumstances alone,
but in daily faithfulness, courage, and love.

We begin June with St Justin (1 June), an early Christian thinker
who believed deeply that faith and reason belong together.
Walking with Justin reminds us that our faith is something to be
understood, cherished, and shared thoughtfully with the world
around us.

On 2 June, we remember St Marcellinus, a priest and martyr
whose quiet faithfulness under persecution speaks of trust and
perseverance. His witness encourages us to remain steadfast,
even when discipleship is unnoticed or difficult.

Early in the month we also walk with St Charles Lwanga and
Companions (3 June), whose courage and fidelity in the face of
violence and fear remind us that faith is not only something we
believe privately, but something we live openly, rooted in love and
truth.

We then meet St Boniface (5 June), a saint closely connected
with the English Church. Boniface’s life was marked by mission,
courage, and a willingness to follow God’s call into unfamiliar
territory. Walking with Boniface invites us to see our own parishes,
homes, and workplaces as places where the Gospel can quietly
take root.

On 11 June, we honour St Barnabas, whose name means “son of
encouragement”. Barnabas reminds us of the importance of
kindness, patience, and generosity of spirit. Walking with him calls
us to support one another, to recognise the gifts of others, and to
build up the Body of Christ through encouragement and trust.
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Midway through the month, many will turn to St Anthony of Padua
(13 June), known for wisdom, compassion, and care for the poor.
Anthony teaches us that walking with the saints also means
walking attentively with those who feel lost, burdened, or
overlooked.

Later in June we commemorate Sts John Fisher and Thomas
More (22 June), men of conscience and integrity who remained
faithful to truth despite great personal cost. Their witness speaks
powerfully to our own times, encouraging us to hold fast to faith
and moral courage with humility and charity.

Also close to our own local history is St John Southworth (26
June), a priest and martyr of England whose ministry was carried
out quietly and courageously among ordinary people. Walking
with John Southworth invites us to see holiness in faithful service,
especially hidden service offered with love.

On 27 June, we remember St Cyril of Alexandria, a defender of
the faith and a teacher of the Church, whose life reminds us of the
importance of holding fast to the truth of Christ with clarity and
devotion.

As the month draws to a close, we celebrate Ss Peter and Paul
(29 June), the great pillars of the Church. Different in
temperament and background, yet united in their love for Christ,
they show us that God works through our weaknesses as well as
our strengths.

Finally, on 30 June, we honour the First Martyrs of England,
whose witness reminds us that the faith we profess today was
handed on through sacrifice, perseverance, and grace.

As we walk with these saints through June, may we learn from
their courage, kindness, and fidelity. May they help us to walk
more attentively with Christ—loving more generously, trusting
more deeply, and living our faith with quiet confidence each day.
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June – The Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Each year, the Church dedicates the month of June to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus. This devotion invites us to reflect more
deeply on the love of Christ — a love that is faithful, forgiving, and
offered freely to all.

The image of the Heart of Jesus is rich in meaning. In everyday
life, the heart is a sign of love and compassion, and so the Sacred
Heart reminds us that Jesus loves not in an abstract way, but
personally and tenderly. It points to the love shown throughout
Jesus’ life: welcoming the sinner, healing the sick, comforting the
sorrowful, and ultimately giving his life on the Cross.

What the devotion means
Devotion to the Sacred Heart is not about focusing on an image
for its own sake. Rather, it helps us to:  Trust in the mercy of
Jesus, especially when we feel weak or discouraged. Recognise
God’s patience and forgiveness, even when love is not returned
Grow in gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice and presence in our lives.

The Heart of Jesus is often shown wounded and crowned with
thorns. This reminds us that Christ’s love is not sentimental or
easy — it is a love that endures suffering and continues to offer
mercy, even when rejected.

A call to respond
The Church encourages devotion to the Sacred Heart as a
response to Christ’s love. This response is lived out in simple but
meaningful ways:  Through prayer, especially before the Blessed
Sacrament. Through receiving the Eucharist with reverence and
thanksgiving. Through acts of charity, patience, and forgiveness in
daily life.
In other words, devotion to the Sacred Heart is not only
something we pray — it is something we live.

The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart
The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is celebrated each
year on the Friday after Corpus Christi. It is followed by the
Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, reminding us that .
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Mary’s heart was perfectly united with her Son’s love and
obedience to the Father.

A prayer for the month of June

A traditional prayer often used during this month is:
“Jesus, meek and humble of heart,

make my heart like unto thine.”

As we journey through June, may devotion to the Sacred Heart
help us to grow in trust, compassion, and love for one another,
drawing us ever closer to Christ, whose heart remains open to
all.

Sister Anne Hewitt R.S.M.

Sr Anne was a wonderful addition to
Our Lady and St Gerard’s parish and
many parishioners will remember her
cycling every morning, whatever the
weather, from Rose cottage in Bamber
Bridge to St Gerard’s. She became a
great guide and friend to both Michael
and I, a friendship which continued
until her death in 2024. 

After she left, Lostock Hall, we visited her in Denaby Main, Leeds,
St Beuno’s and finally in Whitby where she died. 

Whilst in the parish she ran the sacramental programme which, in
those days, was relatively new as Bishop Kelly of Salford had
recently reordered the sacraments of initiation. This meant that the
programme started in February the feast of the Presentation,
closely followed at Pentecost when the children were Confirmed. .
Reconciliation followed in Advent and then the following Easter our
children made their first Holy Communion. In those days any
parents who were available and a team of parish catechists
delivered 8 full afternoon sessions in the parochial centre.  Sr
Anne, gathering together about 12-15 parents, provided
informative afternoon training for them a week before the children’s
sessions.  
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The following week the catechists in the parochial centre were
given small groups of children and delivered the training they’d
received from Sr Anne. She would lead these sessions and could
‘charm’ the children. With her considerable teaching skills you
could hear a pin drop during the prayer sessions.

She was also a great visitor of the sick and the elderly and was
greatly appreciated by those who weren’t able to get to church. 
Sr Anne also ran the baptism course and would visit all the
parents requesting baptism. This would involve a considerable
commitment as there were a fair number of baptisms in the early
nineties. In fact she was one of the godmothers to our youngest
son Thomas Louis. Thomas was baptised at the Easter vigil in
1993 alongside our eldest son Gerard who, with several other
children, made his first holy Communion that night.
 
One of her most important contributions to parish life was the
introduction of the RCIA programme which at that time involved
more than a year long programme. Sr Anne designed and wrote
the whole programme and every week participants interested in
becoming Catholics, would be given copies of her extensive
notes of the gospels, the sacraments and all aspects of the
Catholic faith. Sponsors were also expected to attend, and I know
there are parishioners, still very active in the parish, who became
Catholics after attending one of her courses. I’m thinking
particularly of Ann Quinlan, Karen Walton and Mary Mc Garry.
Karen and Ann Quinlan’s daughter Jane, of course are still
running the sacramental programme! 

She also led a contemplative prayer group
where a small group of parishioners met every
week to meditate silently, using a sacred word.
This followed the centering prayer teaching of
Thomas Keating. Older parishioners may
remember some of the regular attendees:
Josephine Catterall, Teresa Clayton and
Connie Fleming, Neil Fleming’s mum. I
remember a weekend spent at the Bernardine
Cistercian convent at Hyning Hall with Sr Anne
who was one of the presenters. We meditated
the weekend away!
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Some parishioners may remember her
running a course on the Enneagram, an
ancient spirituality which has its origins in
the East but can be helpful in assisting
people become more aware of their
personality type, their gifts and their
shadow side. 

She was also the parish marriage
scrutineer. This involved her questioning
people who may be eligible for an
annulment. 

There was a proscribed number of questions she would ask
sensitively and afterwards she would decide if the person had a
good case for annulment. She would then put forward these
people to the diocesan annulment committee. 

When my children were small, I attended several sessions of a
parenting course run by Sr Anne and Sr Mary John at
Brownedge. Both sisters helping parents of young children to be
more effective. This course was published by the family caring
trust based in Dublin. Later, sister Anne ran this course, at St
Gerard’s following this with the teen parenting course. The teen
course, I found extremely useful as, at that time, I was attempting
to negotiate the challenging role of parent to four teenage girls
whilst also having several younger children. If anyone is old
enough to have a tape recorder, I have all Sr Anne’s tapes and
programme guide which I will happily lend out! 

In January 1993 she was travelling in Yorkshire with another
sister when a car ploughed into the back of their car and Sr Anne
was injured quite seriously. There was talk of her leaving the
parish then but with her indomitable spirit she returned a few
weeks later insisting she still had a job to complete at St Gerard’s!
After serving in the parish, she took on various leadership roles
with the sisters of Mercy and then became a spiritual director at
St Beuno’s where she led 30-day retreats on St Ignatius’ spiritual
exercises. 
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A Table for the Nation

A Table for the Nation is a single, monumental table made from one
extraordinary tree: a prehistoric Fenland black oak that lay
preserved beneath the peat for over 5,000 years. Measuring more
than thirteen metres in length, the table has been created as a
shared civic object — not furniture for private ownership, but a
place for gathering, conversation, reflection and ceremony.

The table invites people to sit
together around a material that
connects the present day with deep
time. It speaks of community,
stewardship and continuity, offering
a physical space in which dialogue
about our shared future can take
place, grounded in the long
environmental history of this land. 

From May 2026, A Table for the Nation will be installed at Blackburn
Cathedral, where it will remain on public display for one year,
continuing its journey as a national object hosted within spaces of
collective significance.

Strangely enough I attended a five day silent retreat there three
years ago and my spiritual director was delighted to hear news
from me about her and told me how valuable a member of the team
she’d been. From there she helped set up a small community of
sisters at Kings Cross railway station. She told me how she would
go out at night around Soho, sit down on the pavement and speak
to prostitutes, trafficked and abused women and encourage them to
access the services At ‘Women at the Well’, the organisation run by
the sisters of Mercy to offer support and advocacy to women.
whose lives have been affected by these issues.I’m sure with her
non judgemental, friendly and empathic nature she would have
helped many.

These are just some of my memories and I’m sure there’ll be many
parishioners who would be willing to share their memories of her
work at Our Lady and St Gerard’s.

Margaret
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The Oak

The oak at the heart of the project comes from the ancient Fenland
landscape — a forested environment that once covered vast areas
of eastern England before being gradually submerged and
preserved by water and peat. Over millennia, the timber darkened
and hardened, becoming what is known as black oak: one of the
rarest and most precious natural materials in Britain.

Rather than cutting the tree into smaller pieces, the project made
the deliberate decision to preserve its full length. This approach
honours the integrity of the oak as a living organism and allows its
story to be read in the grain, scale and presence of the wood itself.
The oak stands as a powerful reminder of the long relationship
between people, land and climate — a witness to environmental
change across thousands of years.

The Legacy

The Fenland Black Oak Project is about more than a single
artefact. Its legacy lies in how we choose to value, preserve and
share our natural and cultural heritage.

By transforming an ancient tree into a table for public use, the
project creates opportunities for learning, dialogue and reflection
across generations. Wherever it is hosted, the table becomes a
focal point for conversation about sustainability, responsibility and
our connection to the landscapes that sustain us.

Installed at Blackburn Cathedral from May 2026 to May 2027, the
table will continue to fulfil its purpose as a living, evolving space —
one that belongs not to an individual, but to the nation.

The Editor has seen it last year in Lincoln and again this year in
Litchfield Cathedrals and it is an amazing table. You can spend a
good hour or so reading all about it with the exhibition notes that
will be dispalyed with it.
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Lostock Hall St Gerard’s FC- Once upon a Time Part 1

My earliest recollection of ‘Lostock Hall St Gerard ‘s’ football team
was making the long trek to the team’s soccer pitch down
Wateringpool Lane to the ‘Gasworks’ ground.

Two looming gasometers overlooking the pitch was the local
version of the ‘twin towers of Wembley’! We had our own game of
football behind the goals using the back of the goal nets as ours.
The Church had quite a decent team in the 50’s and reached the
final on the hallowed turf (pre-plastic) of Deepdale, home of PNE,
on a couple of occasions. Indeed, I plucked up the courage to ask
the school’s headmaster Mr (Herb) Brennan to borrow the school
bell to take along to Deepdale and cheer on ‘Gerard’s’ and it must
have worked because they won it 2-1 against English Martyrs,
didn’t ‘Flash’ Watson score the winner?

This was in the days before health and safety went mad and a
school bell wasn’t an offensive weapon.

My brief moment of glory came at ‘Tardy St Gerard’s’ Junior
football team when I scored a first half hat-trick in a 4-1 win over
local rivals ‘Council School’. This was on the then School football
pitch, now site of the junior School.

We were brought crashing to earth, courtesy of a 7-0 tonking from
‘Brownedge St Marys’ several weeks later, the ‘Brig’ star was a tall
thin blonde-haired lad called John Hunter, who fortunately for me,
played alongside each other for five years in various football
teams at Preston Catholic College. I haven’t seen him in over 60
years but there are several ‘Hunters’ in the Brownedge area at this
moment in time including a local councillor.

There were several families associated with ‘Lostock Hall St
Gerards FC’ over the many years from the late 40’s onwards,
some providing multiple players: - Watsons, Jacksons,
Swarbricks, Gormley’s etc, If I have missed anyone out, please
accept my apologies and get in touch.....  to be continued

 Tony Billington.
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Parish Clergy: Fr Mark Harold (Rural Dean & Parish Priest), 
Tel: 01772 335168 (Office)

Assistant Priests: Fr Colin Battell OSB. Fr Charles Essien 
Tel: 01772 321201 (Monastery)

The Presbytery
17C  Brownedge Road

Lostock Hall
Preston

PR5 5AA
Tel: 01772 335387 Mobile 07442 385553 (9am-3pm)

In an Emergency please phone either
 St Marys Brownedge 335168

 St Mary’s Leyland 455955

Contacts                    The Primary School 335025
                                 The Parochial Centre 339459 

Weekly Services
 Sundays:                       Saturday Vigil  5:30 p.m.

                                       Sunday          10:30 a.m. 
 
Weekdays: MASS -   Monday 6:30 pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 9:15 am

Thursday 6:30 pm
                                      
  Reconciliation:     Confessions -                Saturday 5 pm to 5:15 pm.
 
Exposition of the  Blessed Sacrament:     Monday 6 to 6:30 pm 

Baptisms - To arrange a Baptism please call the parish office on 01772
335387 between 9—11.45 am. (Mon – Fri). Parents are expected to
attend a Baptism Preparation meeting before a Baptism can take place. If
people have not been in the practice of attending church regularly, they
are asked to attend Mass for a period of six weeks prior to the Baptism to
help them to be spiritually prepared for the sacrament and to get into the
habit of practicing the Faith.  

No Priest! What do we do?
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been

trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace the
Mass. Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and there is no time

to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is available. 
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Marriages
At least six months notification of Marriage is required. Pre-marriage

instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese. 
 Please telephone 335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation. 

335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.  

Parish Organisations
 

CONTACT

Advertising                                                    John Corrigan          07759 722309 
Altar Servers                                                  David Walker                      629701
A.P.F.& Sacristan                                           Christine Flanagan             334723
CAFOD                                                          Margaret Cronin                 336475
Catechists & Sacramental Programme                                                    335387
Children's Liturgy Group                                                                          335387
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers                    Michael Quinlan                 467306
Flowers                                                          Carole Hesmondhalgh       339700
Football Club                                                  Phil Tinsley              07775890667
Fund Raising Group                                                                                 335387
Gift Aid                                                           John Robinson                   335387
News & Views, Website,                                David Walker                     629701
Majella Companions                                                                                335387
Marriage Registrars                                       Margaret Cronin                336475
                                                                       Ann Quinlan                      467306
Parochial Centre 
Piety Shop                                                     Vivian Page                       313910               
P.T.A.                                                                                                        335025
Sacred Heart Guild 
Safeguarding                                   email:safeguarding@saintgerards.org.uk
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors)                                                    335025
Senior Citizens Organisers                                                                      335387

 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the

 editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk 
The last day for submissions is the 20th of each month. 

www.saintgerards.org.uk
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us to publish your
details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Mark at

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data is

required to protect public safety. 
 



Sunday Mass 9:30 am & 6:30 pm

Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am

Private Prayer Tuesday & Thursday 3 pm to 4 pm

Saturday Mass 7 pm Vigil

7th The Most Holy Trinity

9th St Ephrem

11th St Barnabas

12th
The Most Sacred Heart of
Mary

13th St Anthony of Padua

14th 11  Sunday of the Yearth

16th St Richard of Chichester

19th St Romuald

20th St Alban

21at 12  Sunday of the Yearth

22nd
Ss John Fisgher and
Thomas More

23rd St Etheldreda

24th
The Nativity of St John
the Baptist

26th St John Southworth

27th St Cyril of Alexandria

28th Ss Peter and Paul

30th
The First Martyrs of the
See of Rome

1  Julyst St Oliver Plunket

3rd St Thomas

4th St Elizabeth of Portugal

5th 14  Sunday of the Yearth

St Mary’s Brownedge
Live Streaming Times

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge
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