The Month of the Precious
Blood of Jesus

The Church dedicates the
month of July to the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus. This
devotion draws our attention
to the saving sacrifice of
Christ, whose blood was
poured out for the forgiveness
of sins and the life of the
world.

In Scripture, blood is a sign of
life. When we speak of the
Precious Blood of Jesus, we
are reflecting on the total gift
of Christ’s life — freely offered
out of love. From the shedding
of blood at the agony in the
Garden, the scourging and
crowning with thorns, to the
blood and water flowing from
Christ’s side on the Cross, the
Gospels remind us that
salvation came at a great
cost.

When we receive Holy
Communion — whether under
the form of bread alone or
both kinds — we truly receive
the Body and Blood of Christ.
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SUPPLIERS OF NEW & QUALITY
SECOND HAND CARS

Quality Cars UK
UK

We have been involved in selling Used Cars for
over 38 years.

qualitycarsuk@gmail.com
Telephone: 01772 330744 Mobile: 07836 789446

As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly,
professional service providing good quality hand picked
pre owned cars with no pressure selling.

¥
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Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25
to St Gerard's Church.

Please note we are now located at our new Premises on
Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall.

Address
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook
Lostock Hall
Preston, Lancashire
PR55AQ

We now sell Motorhomes look on our Website
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QualityMotorhome.com
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Walking with the Saints in July

July brings us deeper into Ordinary Time, a season that gently
reminds us that most of our journey with Christ is lived in the
everyday. The saints we walk with this month show us that
holiness grows quietly—through prayer, perseverance, service,
and love lived faithfully over time.

We begin the month with St Oliver Plunkett (1 July), a bishop
and martyr whose life was marked by courage, reconciliation, and
trust in God amid division and hardship. Walking with Oliver
Plunkett invites us to be peacemakers, especially where there is
misunderstanding or tension, and to remain faithful even when the
path is costly.

Early in July we honour St Thomas the Apostle (3 July). Often
remembered for doubt, Thomas teaches us something deeply
human: that questioning can lead to deeper faith. Walking with
Thomas reassures us that Christ meets us where we are, inviting
honesty, trust, and belief that grows through encounter.

On 11 July, we remember St Benedict, whose Rule continues to
shape Christian life centuries later. Benedict reminds us of the
holiness found in balance—prayer and work, silence and
community. Walking with Benedict encourages us to seek God in
the rhythm of daily life and to build homes and parishes rooted in
peace, stability, and welcome.

Just before this, we mark St Bonaventure (15 July), a great
teacher of the Church whose wisdom and love of God were
deeply united. Walking with Bonaventure invites us to grow not
only in knowledge but in prayer, allowing our understanding of
faith to deepen our relationship with Christ.

On 16 July, we honour Our Lady of Mount Carmel, who calls
us to trust, contemplation, and closeness to her Son. Walking with
Our Lady reminds us that Mary accompanies us gently on our
journey, teaching us to listen, to ponder, and to follow Christ with
quiet faith.
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YOUR LOCAL DIGNITY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Taking the greatest care

TALK TO US ABOUT

CREMATIONS AND BURIALS
SIMPLE FUNERALS | TAILORED FUNERALS
FUNERAL PLANS

Horse drawn and alternative hearses
Colourful coffins | Woodland burials

H. & G. WILDE H. J. WHALLEY & SONS

154b Station Road, Bamber Bridge, 2-4 Lowndes Street, Preston,
Lancashire PR5 6TP Lancashire PR1 7XS
01772 335 974 01772 254 936

KENYONS
180-182 Eaves Lane, Chorley,
Lancashire PR6 0AU
01257 276 104

@

DIGNITY

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

dignityfunerals.co.uk/local




Mid-month we walk with St Mary Magdalene (22 July), a witness
to the Resurrection and a model of faithful love. Close by, we also
remember St Bridget of Sweden (23 July), whose life of prayer,
vision, and devotion inspires us to seek God more deeply in both
action and contemplation.

We then commemorate St James the Apostle (25 July), patron
of pilgrims. James reminds us that faith is a journey—sometimes
demanding, often humbling, but always guided by grace. Walking
with James encourages us to keep going, trusting that God works
through every step of the journey.

On 26 July, we honour Sts Joachim and Anne, the
grandparents of Jesus. Their quiet faithfulness reminds us of the
importance of family, memory, and the passing on of faith across
generations.

Later in the month we remember St Martha, Mary, and Lazarus
(29 July), friends of Jesus who welcomed him into their home.
Their lives show us that discipleship includes both listening and
serving, prayer and action. Walking with them calls us to
hospitality, generosity, and attentiveness to Christ in daily life.

Finally, we conclude the month with St Ignatius of Loyola (31
July), whose conversion and spiritual insight continue to guide
countless people in discerning God’s will. Walking with Ignatius
invites us to reflect prayerfully on our lives, to notice where God is
at work, and to respond generously to His call.

As we walk with the saints throughout July, may we learn to
recognise God at work in the ordinary moments of life. May their
witness encourage us to walk steadily with Christ—faithful in
small things, open to grace, and rooted in hope.

Saints of God, walk with us

Page 5



Providing top quality
v education for all the
hb . children in our care
_AS ndqe www.ashbridgeschool.co.uk
& NURSERY info@ashbridgeschool.co.uk
01772 619900

Ashbridge Nursery Lindle Lane, Hutton
Ashbridge Nursery at Maxy Farm Sandy Lane, Cottam
Ashbridge on Ribble London Rd, Preston

The Fledglings at Myerscough Myerscough College
Ashbridge Independent School Lindle Lane, Hutton

TR = W

Open 52 weeks of the year, 7:00-18:00, for children aged 0-11.
Outstanding facilities , caring and highly qualified team, and a
broad and progressive curriculum




Hurry Harry - to Rome

Working in schools, | have always been interested in young
people’s development. | was in at the start in 2005, when Sister
Louise started The Mustard Seed drama group. We ran until covid
put a halt to us. Our first recruitments are now 20 years older and
some married. Andrew Hawarden, a former altar server at our
church in his youth, went on to tread the boards at the Charter
theatre, with Preston Musical Society. Another star pupil, Marcus
Blackledge, enrolled at the Italia Conti academy of Musical
Theatre in London, he graduated last year and has been on stage
in London. | feel privileged to have nurtured these young minds
and at the start of their progress, Am | very proud .....you bet!!

Another young man | am impressed with (but had nothing to do
with his development) is Harry Clark. This is the young man in the
very good programme Harry Goes to Rome, we have been
recommending on the weekly sheet, to watch this, but | had
already watched it at Easter and was very impressed by his
perseverance to meet the Pope.

Harry Clark shot to fame on BBC 1 after winning £95.000 on the
popular show The Traitors. He used this wisely to help his family,
and despite his high profile, many people may not know that his
Christian faith helped to keep him grounded. He was born into an
Irish catholic family and as a young man was an altar server, he
described his confirmation as a pivotal moment that caused him to
guestion his faith. In his life, his faith had become stronger and
weaker. After school Harry joined the army, he really wanted to a
paratrooper (he loved watching Rambo!). But his mother told him,
he needed a trade. so, he joined as an Avionics Technician. Life
became difficult when on leave, he was attacked while out with
friends, from this he ended up in hospital, subsequently turning to
drink in his darker days.

He states that his faith saved him and the desire to meet the Pope
came to the fore, before that he had been on the programme'The
Pilgrimage’ where a group of celebrities of different religions
walked together, and discussed their faith, whilst on their way to
an abbey in Switzerland.
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HOW CAN WE HELP?

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

O,

APG Domestic Services
Honest, Professional, Affordable

APG have been providing heating, plumbing and electrical services
for over twenty years.
We are proud that our business has grown through reputation.
Our management team and each of our twenty installers are dedicated to a Standard of
Care for all Customers... our commitment to excellence and service.
Our credentials mean you can trust that our standard of workmanship is what you
expect. We always stand by our work, regardless of how small the job.
Tel: 01772 697166 Email: mail@apgdomesticservice.co.uk

QUALITY FOOD FAYRE

Hot & Cold Food for Every Occasion

Veddings i !
hristersings Julie Troughton

ipecinl Events (07788 642167

flermoon Teas n
i

hnstmas Parties
dirthday Parties wu."l.v_qu:lht}.'!umll'.wru.ﬁ:n.l1]n.

WHITFIRE SHAVINGS
&
SAWDUST SUPPLIES
LTD

HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE
FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,
TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843




Harry thought can | survive modern life and what does it mean to
be a good catholic? There was only one place he could get an
answer ....The Pope in Romel...please watch!

“It is easier to build strong children than repair broken men”
Grace Robinson.

Footnote: Since writing this Father Mark & Father Joe have been
to Rome and met the Pope - but obviously not famous enough
for TV!

CAFOD and Sudan

15th April was the three year anniversary since the conflict in
Sudan began. This has now been identified as the worst
humanitarian crisis in the world. 13.6 million people have fled
their homes, with Egypt and South Sudan who are already
enduring their own humanitarian crisis, hosting 4.3 million of
these refugees. 150.000 civilians have already died.

Kayode Akintola, Cafod’s head of region in Africa, says that many
of these people are walking through bush paths for weeks on end
as military groups control many of the roads. They walk, often
without food and water, as wells have run dry, hunger is
everywhere. Diseases are burgeoning and there is exploitation,
trafficking, alongside child protection violations.

This dire situation has arisen because of fighting between the
Sudanese Armed forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF). This violence is being actively fuelled by a steady influx of
foreign weapons, some from the UK and foreign finance which
means the situation is no longer just a domestic power struggle.

Cafod’s partners are providing shelter, life-saving food, safe
drinking water, and urgent medical care. All this aid needs
funding.

CAFOD want to do as much as possible to support their partners
in Sudan but realise that parishioners have recently given

generously in both the harvest and Lenten fast day collections!
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HOLME FARM DAIRIES
FARM SHOP
= .: I-'.-I- I 1 -

Bespoke Luxury hampers and stockist of fine food
and gifts from local and independent suppliers.

Local Honey now available from our own hives!

Opening times

Wednesday 10:00 - 14:00
Thursday & Friday 10:00 - 16:00
Saturday 10:00 - 13:30

Regular Pop-up stalls from other local,
independent businesses,
With tasting session and ‘meet the maker’ events.
As well as large food & drink events throughout the year
Follow us on social media for more details.

Doorstep milk deliveries available in:f ' '
Bamber Bridge, Clayton le Woods, Leyland, i
Longton, Lostock Hall, Much Hoole,
Penwortham, Walton le Dale,
Whittle le Woods and other surrounding areas.

Holme Farm Dairies, Moss Lane (off Bee Lane), Penwaortham, PR1 9TX N
@ 01772335595 @ info@holmefarmdairies.co.uk

(f)(® @HolmeFarmDairiesPreston




They are asking however if anyone could possibly consider giving
monthly so they could forward plan and would then have a steady,
consistent, stream of funds to respond to escalating world
situations like Sudan?

If you are able to respond in this way you can donate through the
CAFOD website at cafod.org.uk

Last year we held a parish signing event to ask our leaders to
cancel unjust debts for governments in the developing world who
spend more on repaying the interest on these debts than they
spend on education and health. Later this summer we will be
holding another debt justice campaign.

Margaret Cronin

LOSTOCK HALL TRADES IN 1904

Artificial Teeth Maker.
Houghton J. F., Watkin Lane

Clogger.
Kenyon Thomas, Watkin lane

Auctioneer and Valuer. Cotton Spinners and

Parker Samuel, Wellfield house Manufacturers.
Lostock Hall Spinning Co.
Blacksmith. Limited

Marsden William, 9 Watkin lane (Spinners) tel 133: J H Almond,
secretary) Cotton mill

Booksellers and Stationers. (manufacture), Cuerden Green

Livesey John, 2 Watkin lane Mill
Simmonds John Wm., 103

Boot and Shoe Maker.
Trossell William, 63 Watkin
lane

Butchers.

Cooper John, 16 Watkin lane
Mocha Joseph A., 50 & 52
Watkin lane

Blackshaw James, 1 Fairfield
street

Moxham Joseph A., 50 & 52
Watkin lane

Nuttall John, 6 Tardy Gate

Fried Fish Dealer.
Bolton Mrs. Isabela, 2 Black lane
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COMPLETE

V

Get Expert Advice Today,
Talk To One Of Our Experts.

Complete Wills & Probate offers a wide range of Wills and
Estate Planning services, including:

«Single Wills

«Mirror Wills

eLasting Powers of Attorney
«Applications for Grants of Probate
eAdministration of Estates

«Deeds of Variation

eDeeds of Trust

«Compensation Protection Trusts
oEstate Planning advice

Having a Will in place is important and provides peace of
mind that your property and money will be handled
according to your wishes after death. Without a Will, the

statutory rules of intestacy apply, potentially excluding loved
ones who you intended to include as beneficiaries.

Having a Will can also streamline the administration process
of your estate and potentially minimise inheritance tax and
care costs. Complete Wills & Probate create bespoke Wills to
suit your individual requirements.

For a free estimate without obligation, please get in touch by
calling us on 01772 418866 or email us

at enquiries@completewp.co.uk

Kirsty Thompson, Director and Solicitor, holds The Society of
Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP) qualification and The
Association of Lifetime Lawyers accreditation.




Coal Merchants.
Clayton James, Station yard
Pilling Henry,, Stable yard

Grocers.

Almond William, 119 Watkin lane

Bradley John, 18 Black Lane

Cuerden Edward, 30 Ward street

Hunter William, 19 Ward street

Mocha Joseph A, 50 & 52 Watkin

lane

Nickson John, 105 Watkin lane
School Lane Co-operative
Society Ltd., School lane
(branch), Ward Street

Smalley Joseph, 30 Ward street

Southworth Ralph, 111 Watkins
Lane

Threlfall Joseph, 1 Tardy
Wilkinson Mrs. Martha, 2
Wilkinson st

Wilson Joseph, 47 Watkin lane

Beerhouse.
Pleasant Retreat, William Todd,
Tardy Gate

Gardeners.

Harrison Miss M. A., Rose
cottage

Jones James, Fern Villas,
Black lane

Lawrenson David & Alice, 25
Black lane

Inns and Taverns.

Railway Hotel, Peter Rimmer;
beer retailer (and brewer and
bottler), 79 Watkin Lane
Tardy Gate Inn, Wm. Finch,
Tardy Gate,

Victoria Hotel, James Clayton,
30 Watkin lane

Insurance Offices.

Pearl, Richard William
Wilkins, 91 Watkin lane
Prudential, Henry
Swindlehurst, Septon street

Plumbers and Painters.
Singleton Walter, 31 Black
lane

Sowerbutts Joseph, 29 Watkin
lane

Thanks to Rita Hughes for submitting this, three of the public houses
still exist but where has everything else gone and what will the list look
like in another 100 years or so!!

The Beerhouse, Inns and Taverns are still here.

If anyone has the time and can work out what occupies some
of these addresses now it would be interesting.
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(Y@ SWNINPORT TAXIS

=EIETSIERS Professional Airport Transfers
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o Drivers are DBS Checked g Covering South Ribble

" 4 Clean vehicles maintained e Great Prices

* + to a high standard

Get in touch to book:

Follow us:
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Gardening

Good to see the garden refreshed after the rain. Shades of
green everywhere. Planted tomatoe plants in the ‘lean-to’ out of
the wind and cold nights. Also beans in pots. We shall see what
happens in a few weeks. It's such a joy when the shoots appear.
Hog is out and about. Not many slugs so giving him Spike Semi
Moist Pellets. He or She loves them. Maybe you could make a
smooth hole in a gate or fence for them to extend their nightly
wander. The violets have just finished and the celendines.
Found some tulip bulbs that someone had wizzed over their
fence. so | am going to give them a second chance. Look out for
reduced plants, very satisfying when you have saved them.

LW

The Sistine Chapel?

The Sistine Chapel?

It's one of the most
celebrated artworks in the
world because of its
Renaissance frescoes,
especially those by
Michelangelo: The ceiling
(painted 1508-1512) shows
scenes from the Bible.

But where in the UK is this
2/3" the size replica? Py

....Wl i-_ e hli {‘ o
More next month.... g
Page 15




THIRStrewt, Precion, Esgland, FR1IEE

07354401391

FishiSpecial Sausage Special

Small Fisn, Chips & Paas 1 Smali Sausage, Chips & Gravy
withi Hol or Cold Drink e 3 with Hel or Cold Drink ——

£5.30 : £4.20

Lunchtime Spacials {iam - 2om |

Fish Cakp Chips And Peas 400 3 Jumibe Sausage
& Chicken Muggets & Chips 460§ thips & Grawy &0
Fi Chips Gravy 4.0 Ay Burger & Chips <470

PRATY FODE AVMLABLE FOR ALL DCCASIING

Opening Times

Monday In Sat 1iam - fpm |
Su 12pm - Tpm i

w7354 401301

2 Hill Street, Prestan, England, PR1 288

v Grave Cleaning
« Grave Re-lettering
« Restoration

\ Professional | |
L\  Service L&

n BucksMonumentCare

BucksMC@outlook.com | 07503 201977




Lostock Hall St Gerard’s FC- Once upon a Time Part 2

| made my debut for the senior team in 1965 whilst still at school.
In those days, only parishioners could play for the Church football
team, in what was a very strong Catholic league in Preston. The
league was made up of many Preston churches (some now sadly
gone) plus teams from Leyland, Longridge, Lostock Hall, Higher
Walton etc.

One story goes that one lad who played for St Gerard’'s, got
married and moved into another parish. Father Gregory Swan
OSB stopped him playing!

In one early season game (V Saint Edwards) | scored 5 goals! At
the team meeting on the following Wednesday in the Turner
Memorial cloakroom (now caterers) | was made 12th man to make
way for a lad returning from cricket. This was before substitutes so
| wouldn’t get a game. The match was at Longridge St Wilfrid's
and St Gerard's lost 7-0, | did not travel, instead going onto
Deepdale to watch PNE instead.

| joined another team (BAC Preston), only returning and to St
Gerald’s when a new manager (local policeman Mr Purvor) took
over several years later.

Incidentally, | played outside left (No 11 shirt), now considered
ancient history by today'’s purists!

Tony Billington.

Cup Winners 1962
Back Row: Eric Green, Bill
Swarbrick, Gerald Halpin,
Frank Gornall, Tony Goodier.
Front Row: Gerard Watson,
Frank Harrison, Tom Watson,
Bob Anyon, Peter Swarbrick.
Photo & infor courtesy of
Gerard Watsin
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+ NEAL
BUCKLEY

Funeral Director
‘Serving

vour local

community’

Private Chapels of Rest

Truly Independent
Fully Qualified
Family Undertakers

24 Hour Service - all areas

Lostock Hall
Funeral Home

410 Leyland Road,
Lostock Hall, PR5 5SA

Jel: O1 772 372522




Tardy Gate St Gerards FC
Junior Team ¢ 1951/52 in front
of grotto.

Back Row: Michael Connolly,
Jimmy Wilkinson.

Middle Row: ? Roy Hall, ? Brian
Littlefair

Front Row: ?, John Wilding,
__@Edmund Turner, ? Tony

F @ Jackson.

Can you help fill in the gaps?
Mphoto courtesy of Brian Littler.

Lostock Hall St GerardsFootball Team ¢ 1952 taken at gas
works ground, Wateringpool Lane..
Back Row: Gerard Porter, Gerry Naylor, ?, Bob Shaw, Peter
Watson and Les Derby.
Front Row: Geoff Davies, Bill Parr, George Cross, Bernard
Sullivan and Vincent Naylor.
Photo courtesy of Gerard Porter
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Parish Clergy: Fr Mark Harold (Rural Dean & Parish Priest),
Tel: 01772 335168 (Office)
Assistant Priests: Fr Colin Battell OSB. Fr Charles Essien
Tel: 01772 321201 (Monastery)

The Preshytery
17C Brownedge Road
Lostock Hall

Preston

PR5 5AA

Tel: 01772 335387 Mobile 07442 385553 (9am-3pm)
In an Emergency please phone either
St Marys Brownedge 335168
St Mary’s Leyland 455955

Contacts The Primary School 335025
The Parochial Centre 339459

Weekly Services

Sundays: Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Weekdays: MASS - Monday 6:30 pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 9:15 am
Thursday 6:30 pm

Reconciliation: Confessions - Saturday 5 pm to 5:15 pm.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Monday 6 to 6:30 pm

Baptisms - To arrange a Baptism please call the parish office on 01772
335387 between 9—11.45 am. (Mon — Fri). Parents are expected to
attend a Baptism Preparation meeting before a Baptism can take place. If
people have not been in the practice of attending church regularly, they
are asked to attend Mass for a period of six weeks prior to the Baptism to
help them to be spiritually prepared for the sacrament and to get into the
habit of practicing the Faith.

No Priest! What do we do?

If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace the
Mass. Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and there is no time
to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is available.
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Marriages
At least six months notification of Marriage is required. Pre-marriage
instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.
Please telephone 335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.
335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.

Parish Organisations

CONTACT

Advertising John Corrigan 07759 722309
Altar Servers David Walker 629701
A.P.F.& Sacristan Christine Flanagan 334723
CAFOD Margaret Cronin 336475
Catechists & Sacramental Programme 335387
Children's Liturgy Group 335387
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers Michael Quinlan 467306
Flowers Carole Hesmondhalgh 339700
Football Club Phil Tinsley 07775890667
Fund Raising Group 335387
Gift Aid John Robinson 335387
News & Views, Website, David Walker 629701
Majella Companions 335387
Marriage Registrars Margaret Cronin 336475

Ann Quinlan 467306
Parochial Centre
Piety Shop Vivian Page 313910
P.TA. 335025
Sacred Heart Guild
Safeguarding email:safeguarding@saintgerards.org.uk
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) 335025
Senior Citizens Organisers 335387

Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk
The last day for submissions is the 20th of each month.
www.saintgerards.org.uk

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us to publish your
details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Mark at
(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data is
required to protect public safety.
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St Mary’s Brownedge
Live Streaming Times

https:/lwww.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge

Sunday Mass 9:30 am & 6:30 pm
Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am
Private Prayer Tuesday & Thursday 3pmto4 pm
Saturday Mass 7 pm Vigil
1st St Oliver Plunket 15th 146" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3rd St Thomas
20th St Apollinaris
4th St Elizabeth of Hungary 21st St Lawrence of Brindisi
5th 14™ Sunday in Ordinary | 22nd St Mary Magdalene
Time
23rd St Bridget of Sweden
6th St Maria Gotetti
24th St Sharbel Makhlouf
oth St Augustine Zhao Hong &
Compabions 25th St James
11th St Benedict 16™ Sunday in Ordinary
26th .
Time
12th 15™ Sunday in Ordinary
Time Sts  Martha, Mary &
29th
Lazarus
13th St Henry 30th St Peter Chrysologus
14th St Camillus of Lellis 31st St Ignatius Loyola
15th St Bonaventure st St Alohonsus  Mary
1* Aug - .
de’Ligouri
16th Our Lady of Mount Carmel Page 22




Ian

Wilde

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The Wilde family serving
your families since 1886

21| Station Road, Bamber Bridge, Preston

Tel: 01772 902345

www.ianwildefunerals.co.uk
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B. J. WATSON

85 TODD LANE NORTH, LOSTOCK HALL, PR5 5UR

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

01772 626800
‘Day & Night Service:

admin@bjwatsonfuneralsdirectors.co.uk

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available

LOCAL Plans 6&1‘ LOCAL People
—_— e e ————

TAYLORS MEMORIALS

Established 1979
85 TODD LANENORTH, LOSTOCE HALL, PR5 5UR

* New Memorials + Additional Inscriptions *
Renovations * Refurbishments *

01772 696800

admin@taylorsmemorials.couk

* Granite * Marble -
Slate * Nabresina * Yorkstone *




	The Month of the Precious Blood of Jesus
	The Church dedicates the month of July to the Most Precious Blood of Jesus. This devotion draws our attention to the saving sacrifice of Christ, whose blood was poured out for the forgiveness of sins and the life of the world.
	In Scripture, blood is a sign of life. When we speak of the Precious Blood of Jesus, we are reflecting on the total gift of Christ’s life — freely offered out of love. From the shedding of blood at the agony in the Garden, the scourging and crowning with thorns, to the blood and water flowing from Christ’s side on the Cross, the Gospels remind us that salvation came at a great cost.
	When we receive Holy Communion — whether under the form of bread alone or both kinds — we truly receive the Body and Blood of Christ.

	Issue No 702 July 2026
	Walking with the Saints in July
	July brings us deeper into Ordinary Time, a season that gently reminds us that most of our journey with Christ is lived in the everyday. The saints we walk with this month show us that holiness grows quietly—through prayer, perseverance, service, and love lived faithfully over time.
	We begin the month with St Oliver Plunkett (1 July), a bishop and martyr whose life was marked by courage, reconciliation, and trust in God amid division and hardship. Walking with Oliver Plunkett invites us to be peacemakers, especially where there is misunderstanding or tension, and to remain faithful even when the path is costly.
	Early in July we honour St Thomas the Apostle (3 July). Often remembered for doubt, Thomas teaches us something deeply human: that questioning can lead to deeper faith. Walking with Thomas reassures us that Christ meets us where we are, inviting honesty, trust, and belief that grows through encounter.
	On 11 July, we remember St Benedict, whose Rule continues to shape Christian life centuries later. Benedict reminds us of the holiness found in balance—prayer and work, silence and community. Walking with Benedict encourages us to seek God in the rhythm of daily life and to build homes and parishes rooted in peace, stability, and welcome.
	Just before this, we mark St Bonaventure (15 July), a great teacher of the Church whose wisdom and love of God were deeply united. Walking with Bonaventure invites us to grow not only in knowledge but in prayer, allowing our understanding of faith to deepen our relationship with Christ.
	On 16 July, we honour Our Lady of Mount Carmel, who calls us to trust, contemplation, and closeness to her Son. Walking with Our Lady reminds us that Mary accompanies us gently on our journey, teaching us to listen, to ponder, and to follow Christ with quiet faith.

	Mid‑month we walk with St Mary Magdalene (22 July), a witness to the Resurrection and a model of faithful love. Close by, we also remember St Bridget of Sweden (23 July), whose life of prayer, vision, and devotion inspires us to seek God more deeply in both action and contemplation.
	We then commemorate St James the Apostle (25 July), patron of pilgrims. James reminds us that faith is a journey—sometimes demanding, often humbling, but always guided by grace. Walking with James encourages us to keep going, trusting that God works through every step of the journey.
	On 26 July, we honour Sts Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. Their quiet faithfulness reminds us of the importance of family, memory, and the passing on of faith across generations.
	Later in the month we remember St Martha, Mary, and Lazarus (29 July), friends of Jesus who welcomed him into their home. Their lives show us that discipleship includes both listening and serving, prayer and action. Walking with them calls us to hospitality, generosity, and attentiveness to Christ in daily life.
	Finally, we conclude the month with St Ignatius of Loyola (31 July), whose conversion and spiritual insight continue to guide countless people in discerning God’s will. Walking with Ignatius invites us to reflect prayerfully on our lives, to notice where God is at work, and to respond generously to His call.
	As we walk with the saints throughout July, may we learn to recognise God at work in the ordinary moments of life. May their witness encourage us to walk steadily with Christ—faithful in small things, open to grace, and rooted in hope.
	Saints of God, walk with us
	Hurry Harry - to Rome
	Working in schools, I have always been interested in young people’s development. I was in at the start in 2005, when Sister Louise started The Mustard Seed drama group. We ran until covid put a halt to us. Our first recruitments are now 20 years older and some married. Andrew Hawarden, a former altar server at our church in his youth, went on to tread the boards at the Charter theatre, with Preston Musical Society. Another star pupil, Marcus Blackledge, enrolled at the Italia Conti academy of Musical Theatre in London, he graduated last year and has been on stage in London.   I feel privileged to have nurtured these young minds and at the start of their progress, Am I very proud …..you bet!!
	Another young man I am impressed with (but had nothing to do with his development) is Harry Clark. This is the young man in the very good programme Harry Goes to Rome, we have been recommending on the weekly sheet, to watch this, but I had already watched it at Easter and was very impressed by his perseverance to meet the Pope.
	Harry Clark shot to fame on BBC 1 after winning £95.000 on the popular show The Traitors.  He used this wisely to help his family, and despite his high profile, many people may not know that his Christian faith helped to keep him grounded. He was born into an Irish catholic family and as a young man was an altar server, he described his confirmation as a pivotal moment that caused him to question his faith. In his life, his faith had become stronger and weaker. After school Harry joined the army, he really wanted to a paratrooper (he loved watching Rambo!). But his mother told him, he needed a trade. so, he joined as an Avionics Technician. Life became difficult when on leave, he was attacked while out with friends, from this he ended up in hospital, subsequently turning to drink in his darker days.
	He states that his faith saved him and the desire to meet the Pope came to the fore, before that he had been on the programme’The Pilgrimage’ where a group of celebrities of different religions walked together, and discussed their faith, whilst on their way to an abbey in Switzerland.
	Harry thought can I survive modern life and what does it mean to be a good catholic? There was only one place he could get an answer ….The Pope in Rome!…please watch!
	“It is easier to build strong children than repair broken men”

	Grace Robinson.
	Footnote: Since writing this Father Mark & Father Joe have been to Rome and met the Pope - but obviously not famous enough for TV!

	CAFOD and Sudan
	15th April was the three year anniversary since the conflict in Sudan began. This has now been identified as the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. 13.6 million people have fled their homes, with Egypt and South Sudan who are already enduring their own humanitarian crisis, hosting 4.3 million of these refugees. 150.000 civilians have already died.
	Kayode Akintola, Cafod’s head of region in Africa, says that many of these people are walking through bush paths for weeks on end as military groups control many of the roads. They walk, often without food and water, as wells have run dry, hunger is everywhere. Diseases are burgeoning and there is exploitation, trafficking, alongside child protection violations.
	This dire situation has arisen because of fighting between the Sudanese Armed forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). This violence is being actively fuelled by a steady influx of foreign weapons, some from the UK and foreign finance which means the situation is no longer just a domestic power struggle.
	Cafod’s partners are providing shelter, life-saving food, safe drinking water, and urgent medical care. All this aid needs funding.
	CAFOD want to do as much as possible to support their partners in Sudan but realise that parishioners have recently given generously in both the harvest and Lenten fast day collections!
	They are asking however if anyone could possibly consider giving monthly so they could forward plan and would then have a steady, consistent, stream of funds to respond to escalating world situations like Sudan?
	If you are able to respond in this way you can donate through the CAFOD website at cafod.org.uk
	Last year we held a parish signing event to ask our leaders to cancel unjust debts for governments in the developing world who spend more on repaying the interest on these debts than they spend on education and health. Later this summer we will be holding another debt justice campaign.

	Margaret Cronin

	LOSTOCK HALL TRADES IN 1904
	Artificial Teeth Maker. Houghton J. F., Watkin Lane
	Auctioneer and Valuer. Parker Samuel, Wellfield house
	Blacksmith. Marsden William, 9 Watkin lane
	Booksellers and Stationers. Livesey John, 2 Watkin lane Simmonds John Wm., 103 Watkin lane
	Boot and Shoe Maker. Trossell William, 63 Watkin lane
	Butchers. Cooper John, 16 Watkin lane Mocha Joseph A., 50 & 52 Watkin lane
	Clogger. Kenyon Thomas, Watkin lane
	Cotton Spinners and Manufacturers. Lostock Hall Spinning Co. Limited (Spinners) tel 133: J H Almond, secretary) Cotton mill (manufacture), Cuerden Green Mill
	Drapers. Blackshaw James, 1 Fairfield street Moxham Joseph A., 50 & 52 Watkin lane Nuttall John, 6 Tardy Gate
	Fried Fish Dealer. Bolton Mrs. Isabela, 2 Black lane


	Coal Merchants. Clayton James, Station yard Pilling Henry,, Stable yard
	Grocers. Almond William, 119 Watkin lane Bradley John, 18 Black Lane Cuerden Edward, 30 Ward street Hunter William, 19 Ward street Mocha Joseph A, 50 & 52 Watkin lane Nickson John, 105 Watkin lane School Lane Co-operative Society Ltd., School lane (branch), Ward Street Smalley Joseph, 30 Ward street Southworth Ralph, 111 Watkins Lane Threlfall Joseph, 1 Tardy  Wilkinson Mrs. Martha, 2 Wilkinson st Wilson Joseph, 47 Watkin lane
	Beerhouse. Pleasant Retreat, William Todd, Tardy Gate
	Gardeners. Harrison Miss M. A., Rose cottage Jones James, Fern Villas, Black lane Lawrenson David & Alice, 25 Black lane
	Inns and Taverns. Railway Hotel, Peter Rimmer; beer retailer (and brewer and bottler), 79 Watkin Lane Tardy Gate Inn, Wm. Finch, Tardy Gate, Victoria Hotel, James Clayton, 30 Watkin lane
	Insurance Offices. Pearl, Richard William Wilkins, 91 Watkin lane Prudential, Henry Swindlehurst, Septon street
	Plumbers and Painters. Singleton Walter, 31 Black lane Sowerbutts Joseph, 29 Watkin lane
	Thanks to Rita Hughes for submitting this, three of the public houses still exist but where has everything else gone and what will the list look like in another 100 years or so!!
	The Beerhouse, Inns and Taverns are still here.
	If anyone has the time and can work out what occupies some  of these addresses now it would be interesting.
	Gardening
	Good to see the garden refreshed after the rain.  Shades of green everywhere.  Planted tomatoe plants in the ‘lean-to’ out of the wind and cold nights. Also beans in pots.  We shall see what happens in a few weeks. It’s such a joy when the shoots appear.  Hog is out and about.  Not many slugs so giving him Spike Semi Moist Pellets.  He or She loves them.  Maybe you could make a smooth hole in a gate or fence for them to extend their nightly wander.  The violets have just finished and the celendines.  Found some tulip bulbs that someone had wizzed over their fence. so I am going to give them a second chance.  Look out for reduced plants, very satisfying when you have saved them. LW

	The Sistine Chapel?
	The Sistine Chapel?
	It’s one of the most celebrated artworks in the world because of its Renaissance frescoes, especially those by Michelangelo: The ceiling (painted 1508–1512) shows scenes from the Bible.
	But where in the UK is this 2/3rd the size replica?  More next month....

	Lostock Hall St Gerard’s FC- Once upon a Time Part 2
	I made my debut for the senior team in 1965 whilst still at school. In those days, only parishioners could play for the Church football team, in what was a very strong Catholic league in Preston. The league was made up of many Preston churches (some now sadly gone) plus teams from Leyland, Longridge, Lostock Hall, Higher Walton etc.
	One story goes that one lad who played for St Gerard’s, got married and moved into another parish.  Father Gregory Swan OSB stopped him playing!
	In one early season game (V Saint Edwards) I scored 5 goals! At the team meeting on the following Wednesday in the Turner Memorial cloakroom (now caterers) I was made 12th man to make way for a lad returning from cricket. This was before substitutes so I wouldn’t get a game. The match was at Longridge St Wilfrid’s and St Gerard’s lost 7-0, I did not travel, instead going onto Deepdale to watch PNE instead.
	I joined another team (BAC Preston), only returning and to St Gerald’s when a new manager (local policeman Mr Purvor) took over several years later.
	Incidentally, I played outside left (No 11 shirt), now considered ancient history by today’s purists!

	Tony Billington.
	Cup Winners 1962 Back Row: Eric Green, Bill Swarbrick, Gerald Halpin, Frank Gornall, Tony Goodier.  Front Row: Gerard Watson, Frank Harrison, Tom Watson, Bob Anyon, Peter Swarbrick.  Photo & infor courtesy of Gerard Watsin

	Tardy Gate St Gerards FC Junior Team c 1951/52 in front of grotto. Back Row: Michael Connolly, Jimmy Wilkinson. Middle Row: ? Roy Hall, ? Brian Littlefair Front Row: ?, John Wilding, Edmund Turner, ? Tony Jackson. Can you help fill in the gaps? photo courtesy of Brian Littler.
	Lostock Hall St GerardsFootball Team c 1952 taken at gas works ground, Wateringpool Lane.. Back Row: Gerard Porter, Gerry Naylor, ?, Bob Shaw, Peter Watson and Les Derby. Front Row: Geoff Davies, Bill Parr, George Cross, Bernard Sullivan and Vincent Naylor.  Photo courtesy of Gerard Porter
	Parish Clergy: Fr Mark Harold (Rural Dean & Parish Priest),  Tel: 01772 335168 (Office) Assistant Priests: Fr Colin Battell OSB. Fr Charles Essien  Tel: 01772 321201 (Monastery)
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	Marriages At least six months notification of Marriage is required. Pre-marriage instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.   Please telephone 335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.  335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.
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