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The Immaculate Heart of Mary
is a Catholic devotion that
focuses on the interior life of
the Virgin Mary—her love for
God, her faith, purity,
compassion, and complete
obedience to God's will.

The word "heart" is
understood symbolically.

 It refers to Mary's:

Love for God and for
humanity

Deep faith and trust

Joys and sorrows

Interior holiness and
virtues

The entire month falls within
the liturgical season of
Ordinary Time, which is
represented by the liturgical
colour green. This symbol of
hope is the colour of the
sprouting seed and arouses in
the faithful the hope of reaping
the eternal harvest of heaven,
especially the hope of a
glorious resurrection.
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Walking with the Saints in August
August is a month rich in the witness of saints who followed Christ
in many different ways: bishops and martyrs, founders and
missionaries, teachers and contemplatives. As we continue our
journey through Ordinary Time, they remind us that holiness is not
reserved for a few, but is the calling of every Christian. Their lives
encourage us to walk faithfully with Christ, trusting in His grace
each day.

We begin the month with St Alphonsus Mary de Liguori  
(1 August), bishop, teacher, and founder, whose writings helped
countless people discover God's mercy. Walking with Alphonsus
reminds us that the Lord is always ready to forgive and welcome
us whenever we turn back to Him.

On 4 August, we remember St John Mary Vianney, the Curé of
Ars. His simple holiness, devotion to prayer, and tireless care for
souls remind us of the importance of the sacraments and the
transforming power of God's love.

On 6 August, the Church celebrates the Transfiguration of the
Lord. The apostles glimpsed Christ's divine glory on the mountain
and were strengthened for the journey ahead. Walking with Jesus
in this mystery reminds us to keep our eyes fixed on Him,
especially when the path becomes difficult.

The next day 7 August we remember St Sixtus II and his
Companions, martyrs who remained faithful during persecution.

On 8 August, we honour St Dominic, whose passion for
preaching and teaching the truth helped renew the Church.
Walking with Dominic encourages us to share our faith with
wisdom, humility, and joy.

We then celebrate St Lawrence (10 August), one of the Church's
most beloved martyrs. Lawrence's courage and charity remind us
that true treasure is found not in possessions but in service to
God and neighbour.

On 11 August, we remember St Clare of Assisi, whose life of
poverty, prayer, and trust in Christ continues to inspire Christians
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throughout the world. Clare teaches us that a heart centred on
God finds lasting peace.

On 13 August, we commemorate Sts Pontian and Hippolytus,
whose reconciliation and shared witness demonstrate the healing
power of forgiveness and unity in Christ.

The Church then honours St Maximilian Kolbe (14 August), a
martyr of charity whose self-sacrifice remains a powerful example
of Christian love. With Maximilian, we learn that there is no
greater love than to give oneself for another.

On 20 August, we remember St Bernard of Clairvaux, a gifted
preacher and spiritual guide. Bernard calls us to seek God
wholeheartedly and to grow in love through prayer and
contemplation.

The next day we honour St Pius X (21 August), remembered for
his efforts to renew the Church and encourage frequent reception
of Holy Communion. His example reminds us that the Eucharist is
at the heart of Christian life.

On 22 August, we celebrate the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This feast invites us to rejoice in Mary's place in God's plan
and to entrust ourselves to her loving intercession.

We then honour St Bartholomew the Apostle (24 August), who
followed Christ with sincerity and courage. His witness
encourages us to be authentic disciples in our own day.

On 25 August, we remember St Louis of France. Louis shows
how holiness can be lived in leadership and public service.

The following day, 26 August, we celebrate Blessed Dominic of
the Mother of God, whose devotion to Christ's Passion and
commitment to the spiritual life continue to inspire many.

On 27 August, we honour St Monica, whose persistent prayer for
her family is a source of hope for countless parents and
grandparents. Her perseverance teaches us never to lose
confidence in God's grace.
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The next day brings the feast of St Augustine (28 August), one of
the Church's greatest teachers. Augustine's journey from
restlessness to holiness reminds us that every heart finds its true
home in God.

On 29 August, we commemorate the Passion of St John the
Baptist, who courageously witnessed to the truth throughout his
life. His example challenges us to remain faithful to Christ
whatever the cost.

Finally, on 31 August, we celebrate St Aidan and the Saints of
Lindisfarne, whose missionary zeal helped spread the Gospel
throughout these lands. Their lives remind us that faith grows
when it is shared with generosity, humility, and joy.

As we walk with these saints throughout August, may their
examples strengthen our faith and encourage us to follow Christ
more closely. May we learn from their courage, prayer,
compassion, and perseverance, trusting that God continues to
work through ordinary people in every age.

Saints of God, walk with us.
 Happy Days on the Altar (Well sometimes)

During my weekly presence at the statue of Our Blessed Lady
and the Infant Jesus at the rear of the church I suddenly
remembered a gross mistake of mine whilst an altar-boy nearly
70 years ago.

Every week I light several candles for differing causes: - health,
problems in family, exams, job interviews etc.  When I attempted
to light the candles, I found that 5 or 6 tapers had crushed wicks,
unusable and beyond repair. I placed them in the box which
houses spent candles and replaced them with three brand new
ones.  Instead of blowing the ‘tapers’ out, it became obvious that
whoever had employed them had simply stubbed them out on the
metal stand where candles are housed. This brought to mind the
almost same error of judgement I made on the altar in the late
50’s.
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I had only just ‘joined the Altar-
Servers Union’ and after Sunday
Mass (10:45 am in those days) all
the older servers had dashed off so
I was told by the senior server to go
and ‘extinguish’ the 6 large candles
on the Altar. I picked up the long
‘blocker’ and went to do as
commanded.

I had never performed this duty before and made the huge
mistake of pulling the blocker all the way down onto the candle
wicks and flattening them into the wax. What I should have done.
as most people will be aware, was simply cover the top of the 
candles depriving the flames of any oxygen and going out
naturally. Let’s just say, I never made the same mistake again.

My other claim to ‘infamy’ was in the sacristy room inhabited by
the Altar Servers. If you entered the room via the door opposite the
grotto, you passed the ‘lavatory’ and on the left of the room was a
huge cupboard housing the cassocks and white surplices. Two
rows of coat-hooks held these items of attire. We were passing
time before Mass when I decided to be ‘Tarzan’ and went into the
cupboard, grabbed two hooks and attempted to swing across.

The whole shebang crashed down onto me completely immersing
me in ‘Altar Clobber’ I expected a ‘Red Card’ off the senior server
(Vincent), he simply shook his head and walked away! Again, I
didn’t do it twice. Happy Days 

Tony Billington

 A Hidden Treasure Above Us

The Sistine Chapel Ceiling in Goring

Many people pass by the Church of the English Martyrs in Goring-
by-Sea without a second glance. From the outside, it appears to
be a simple, modern parish church. Yet those who step inside are 
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met with something quite extraordinary: a breathtaking ceiling that
echoes one of the greatest masterpieces in the world.

High above the congregation stretches a faithful reproduction of
Michelangelo’s famous Sistine Chapel ceiling. This remarkable
artwork is not a print or projection, but a fully hand-painted
recreation—believed to be the only complete copy of its kind
anywhere in the world.

A Work of Faith and Dedication
What makes this achievement even more inspiring is the story
behind it. The ceiling was painted by a parishioner, Gary Bevans,
a signwriter by profession with no formal artistic training.

After visiting Rome in 1987 and seeing the Sistine Chapel for
himself, he returned home deeply moved. With the blessing of the
parish priest and bishop, he began the extraordinary task of
recreating the ceiling in his own parish church. 

Working mostly in the evenings and at weekends, alongside his
full-time job and family life, Gary spent over five years bringing the
project to completion. The work was finally finished in 1993—a
true labour of love and devotion. 

How It Was Created
The process itself was as remarkable as the finished result. The
church ceiling was first covered with wooden panels, which Gary
prepared and painted directly.

Using acrylic paints to recreate the effect of Renaissance
frescoes, he carefully sketched and painted hundreds of figures
and scenes. 

The completed work includes more than 500 individual figures,
depicting the great Biblical stories also found in the original Sistine
Chapel—Creation, Adam and Eve, the Flood, and the prophets
who foretold Christ.

The church building is similar in width to the Sistine Chapel but
shorter in length, so the artwork has been adapted to about two-
thirds of the original size.
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To preserve the visual impact,
additional architectural details and
elements were incorporated into the
design, creating a striking and
immersive experience.

Another distinctive feature is the
colour. Because the work was
completed at the time when the
Vatican ceiling had just been 

restored, the Goring version reflects the bright, vibrant tones that
Michelangelo originally intended—colours that had been hidden
for centuries beneath soot and age.

An Experience for All
Visitors often describe the experience of entering the church as
astonishing. The exterior gives little hint of what lies within, and so
the sudden sight of the painted ceiling can be quite overwhelming.
Unlike the original in Rome, which is far above the viewer, this
ceiling is closer and easier to appreciate in detail. Every figure,
every scene, and every brushstroke can be admired without the
need to strain the eyes—or the neck.

A Gift to the Church
Above all, this ceiling is more than a work of art—it is an
expression of faith.

Created not for profit or fame, but
as a gift to the Church, it stands as
a testimony to what dedication,
inspiration, and belief can achieve.

Today, the Church of the English
Martyrs is home to what many
have called a “hidden treasure”—a
place where art and spirituality
meet, inviting all who enter to look
up, reflect, and be inspired.
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Watch the video tour on Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PYjhujQkZDs or visit the parish webiste to see more detail
https://english-martyrs.co.uk/our-church/visiting-us/sistine-chapel-
ceiling/

Deaf Lostock Hall Juniors Football Presentation Night

“As always, a massive thank you to St Gerard’s Church for the
use of the Shields Centre for our annual presentation night.

This is our third year celebrating here, and as always, it’s such a
beautiful space for the children to come together and celebrate
another fantastic season.  It’s about so much more than football
it’s about friendship, confidence and creating lasting memories.

We are incredibly grateful for your kindness, generousity and
continued support.  Thank you for helping to make another
special evening possible.”

Why Do Catholics Make Mass Offerings?

A Brief History and Explanation for Parishioners
Many Catholics are familiar with requesting a Mass for a loved
one who has died, for someone who is ill, or in thanksgiving for a
blessing received. Often this request is accompanied by a Mass
offering, sometimes called a Mass stipend. But where does this
tradition come from, and what does it mean?
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The Origins of Giving
From the earliest days of Christianity, believers shared their
resources to support the Church's mission and to care for those in
need. The Acts of the Apostles describes the first Christians
helping one another and contributing to the support of widows,
orphans, the poor, and those who served the community. 

As the Church grew, these gifts helped maintain places of worship,
support clergy, and fund charitable works such as hospitals,
schools, and care for the needy.

Donations Through the Centuries
During the Middle Ages, donations became an important source of
support for the Church. Wealthy families often gave land, money,
or buildings, while ordinary people contributed according to their
means. In many parts of Europe, tithing—offering a portion of
one's income or produce—became a common practice.  These
gifts helped build the great cathedrals, monasteries, and
institutions that served both spiritual and practical needs.

A Note on Indulgences
History records that, during the medieval period, financial
contributions sometimes became linked with indulgence
campaigns, including fundraising for church projects and charitable
works. Over time, abuses arose, and some people mistakenly
came to view spiritual benefits as something that could be
purchased. 

These abuses became one of the issues that contributed to the
Protestant Reformation. The Catholic Church responded through
reforms, and in 1567 Pope Pius V prohibited the linking of
indulgences to financial payments.

What Is a Mass Offering Today?
Today, when someone requests a Mass for a particular intention, it
is customary to make a voluntary Mass offering. The offering is not
a payment for the Mass, nor does it "buy" prayers or blessings.
Rather, it is a free-will gift that supports the ministry and livelihood
of priests and the work of the Church.
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A Mass intention may be requested:
For the repose of the soul of a deceased person
For someone who is sick or suffering
In thanksgiving for blessings received
On a birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion
For any personal intention

The Church teaches that anyone may request a Mass intention,
regardless of their ability to make an offering. No one should feel
unable to request prayers because of financial circumstances.

Practice in England and Wales
Throughout England and Wales, a modest offering is commonly
given when requesting a Mass intention. While there may be local
variations, an offering of around £10 is often suggested as a
customary stipend. This remains entirely voluntary and is intended
as support for the priest rather than a fee for the Mass.  In the
Diocese of Salford, Mass intentions may be requested through
individual parishes or through Salford Cathedral, which provides a
Mass offering request form for those wishing to have a Mass
celebrated for a special intention.

The Greatest Prayer of the Church
Ultimately, the Holy Mass is the highest form of prayer we
possess. When we request a Mass intention for a loved one or a
particular need, we unite that intention with Christ's perfect
offering to the Father. The accompanying offering is simply a
visible sign of our gratitude, faith, and support for the Church's
mission.  As Catholics, we continue a tradition that stretches back
through centuries of Christian devotion: bringing our hopes,
sorrows, thanksgiving, and prayers to God through the celebration
of the Eucharist.

Sources
https://acnuk.org/make-mass-offering
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/ 
https://catholicus.eu/en/selling-indulgences-the-historical-truth-
behind-the-protestant-myth/
https://garrettham.com/catholic-indulgences-explained/
https://www.historyskills.com/classroom/year-8/church-
indulgences/ 

https://acnuk.org/make-mass-offering
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
https://catholicus.eu/en/selling-indulgences-the-historical-truth-behind-the-protestant-myth/
https://catholicus.eu/en/selling-indulgences-the-historical-truth-behind-the-protestant-myth/
https://garrettham.com/catholic-indulgences-explained/
https://www.historyskills.com/classroom/year-8/church-indulgences/
https://www.historyskills.com/classroom/year-8/church-indulgences/
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Parish Clergy: Fr Mark Harold (Rural Dean & Parish Priest), 
Tel: 01772 335168 (Office)

Assistant Priests: Fr Colin Battell OSB. Fr Charles Essien 
Tel: 01772 321201 (Monastery)

The Presbytery
17C  Brownedge Road

Lostock Hall
Preston

PR5 5AA
Tel: 01772 335387 Mobile 07442 385553 (9am-3pm)

In an Emergency please phone either
 St Marys Brownedge 335168

 St Mary’s Leyland 455955

Contacts                    The Primary School 335025
                                 The Parochial Centre 339459 

Weekly Services
 Sundays:                       Saturday Vigil  5:30 p.m.

                                       Sunday          10:30 a.m. 
 
Weekdays: MASS -   Monday 6:30 pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 9:15 am

Thursday 6:30 pm
                                      
  Reconciliation:     Confessions -                Saturday 5 pm to 5:15 pm.
 
Exposition of the  Blessed Sacrament:     Monday 6 to 6:30 pm 

Baptisms - To arrange a Baptism please call the parish office on 01772
335387 between 9—11.45 am. (Mon – Fri). Parents are expected to
attend a Baptism Preparation meeting before a Baptism can take place. If
people have not been in the practice of attending church regularly, they
are asked to attend Mass for a period of six weeks prior to the Baptism to
help them to be spiritually prepared for the sacrament and to get into the
habit of practicing the Faith.  

No Priest! What do we do?
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been

trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace the
Mass. Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and there is no time

to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is available. 
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Marriages
At least six months notification of Marriage is required. Pre-marriage

instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese. 
 Please telephone 335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation. 

335387 to arrange Notification and Preparation.  

Parish Organisations
 

CONTACT

Advertising                                                    John Corrigan          07759 722309 
Altar Servers                                                  David Walker                      629701
A.P.F.& Sacristan                                           Christine Flanagan             334723
CAFOD                                                          Margaret Cronin                 336475
Catechists & Sacramental Programme                                                    335387
Children's Liturgy Group                                                                          335387
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers                    David Yates             07902181361
339700
Football Club                                                  Phil Tinsley              07775890667
Fund Raising Group                                                                                 335387
Gift Aid                                                           John Robinson                   335387
News & Views, Website,                                David Walker                     629701
Majella Companions                                                                                335387
Marriage Registrars                                       Margaret Cronin                336475
                                                                       Ann Quinlan                      467306
Parochial Centre 
Piety Shop                                                     Vivian Page                       313910               
P.T.A.                                                                                                        335025
Sacred Heart Guild 
Safeguarding                                   email:safeguarding@saintgerards.org.uk
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors)                                                    335025
Senior Citizens Organisers                                                                      335387

 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the

 editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk 
The last day for submissions is the 20th of each month. 

www.saintgerards.org.uk
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us to publish your
details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Mark at

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data is

required to protect public safety. 
 



Sunday Mass 9:30 am & 6:30 pm

Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am

Private Prayer Tuesday & Thursday 3 pm to 4 pm

Saturday Mass 7 pm Vigil

1st
St Alphonsus Mary De
Liguori

2nd 18  Sunday of the Yearth

4th St John Mary Vianney

5th
Dedication of the Basilica
of St Mary Major

6th
The Transfiguration of the
Lord

7th
SS Sixtus II and
Companions

8th St Dominic

9th 19  Sunday of the Yearth

10th St Lawrence

11th St Clare

12th
St Jane Frances de
Chantal

13th Sts Pontian & Hippolytus

14th St Maximillian Kolbe

16th The Assumption of the
Blessed Vitrgin Mary

19th St John Eudes

20th St Bernard

21st St Pius X

22nd
Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

23rd 21  Sunday of the Yearst

24th St Bartholomew

25th St Louis

27th St Monica

28th St Augustine

29th
The Passion of St John
the Baptist

St Mary’s Brownedge
Live Streaming Times

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge
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	The Immaculate Heart of Mary is a Catholic devotion that focuses on the interior life of the Virgin Mary—her love for God, her faith, purity, compassion, and complete obedience to God's will.
	The word "heart" is understood symbolically.  It refers to Mary's:
	Love for God and for humanity
	Deep faith and trust
	Joys and sorrows
	Interior holiness and virtues
	The entire month falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical colour green. This symbol of hope is the colour of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.
	Issue No 703 August 2026
	Walking with the Saints in August
	August is a month rich in the witness of saints who followed Christ in many different ways: bishops and martyrs, founders and missionaries, teachers and contemplatives. As we continue our journey through Ordinary Time, they remind us that holiness is not reserved for a few, but is the calling of every Christian. Their lives encourage us to walk faithfully with Christ, trusting in His grace each day.
	We begin the month with St Alphonsus Mary de Liguori   (1 August), bishop, teacher, and founder, whose writings helped countless people discover God's mercy. Walking with Alphonsus reminds us that the Lord is always ready to forgive and welcome us whenever we turn back to Him.
	On 4 August, we remember St John Mary Vianney, the Curé of Ars. His simple holiness, devotion to prayer, and tireless care for souls remind us of the importance of the sacraments and the transforming power of God's love.
	On 6 August, the Church celebrates the Transfiguration of the Lord. The apostles glimpsed Christ's divine glory on the mountain and were strengthened for the journey ahead. Walking with Jesus in this mystery reminds us to keep our eyes fixed on Him, especially when the path becomes difficult.
	The next day 7 August we remember St Sixtus II and his Companions, martyrs who remained faithful during persecution.
	On 8 August, we honour St Dominic, whose passion for preaching and teaching the truth helped renew the Church. Walking with Dominic encourages us to share our faith with wisdom, humility, and joy.
	We then celebrate St Lawrence (10 August), one of the Church's most beloved martyrs. Lawrence's courage and charity remind us that true treasure is found not in possessions but in service to God and neighbour.
	On 11 August, we remember St Clare of Assisi, whose life of poverty, prayer, and trust in Christ continues to inspire Christians

	throughout the world. Clare teaches us that a heart centred on God finds lasting peace.
	On 13 August, we commemorate Sts Pontian and Hippolytus, whose reconciliation and shared witness demonstrate the healing power of forgiveness and unity in Christ.
	The Church then honours St Maximilian Kolbe (14 August), a martyr of charity whose self-sacrifice remains a powerful example of Christian love. With Maximilian, we learn that there is no greater love than to give oneself for another.
	On 20 August, we remember St Bernard of Clairvaux, a gifted preacher and spiritual guide. Bernard calls us to seek God wholeheartedly and to grow in love through prayer and contemplation.
	The next day we honour St Pius X (21 August), remembered for his efforts to renew the Church and encourage frequent reception of Holy Communion. His example reminds us that the Eucharist is at the heart of Christian life.
	On 22 August, we celebrate the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This feast invites us to rejoice in Mary's place in God's plan and to entrust ourselves to her loving intercession.
	We then honour St Bartholomew the Apostle (24 August), who followed Christ with sincerity and courage. His witness encourages us to be authentic disciples in our own day.
	On 25 August, we remember St Louis of France. Louis shows how holiness can be lived in leadership and public service.
	The following day, 26 August, we celebrate Blessed Dominic of the Mother of God, whose devotion to Christ's Passion and commitment to the spiritual life continue to inspire many.
	On 27 August, we honour St Monica, whose persistent prayer for her family is a source of hope for countless parents and grandparents. Her perseverance teaches us never to lose confidence in God's grace.
	The next day brings the feast of St Augustine (28 August), one of the Church's greatest teachers. Augustine's journey from restlessness to holiness reminds us that every heart finds its true home in God.
	On 29 August, we commemorate the Passion of St John the Baptist, who courageously witnessed to the truth throughout his life. His example challenges us to remain faithful to Christ whatever the cost.
	Finally, on 31 August, we celebrate St Aidan and the Saints of Lindisfarne, whose missionary zeal helped spread the Gospel throughout these lands. Their lives remind us that faith grows when it is shared with generosity, humility, and joy.
	As we walk with these saints throughout August, may their examples strengthen our faith and encourage us to follow Christ more closely. May we learn from their courage, prayer, compassion, and perseverance, trusting that God continues to work through ordinary people in every age.
	Saints of God, walk with us.

	Happy Days on the Altar (Well sometimes)
	During my weekly presence at the statue of Our Blessed Lady and the Infant Jesus at the rear of the church I suddenly remembered a gross mistake of mine whilst an altar-boy nearly 70 years ago.
	Every week I light several candles for differing causes: - health, problems in family, exams, job interviews etc.  When I attempted to light the candles, I found that 5 or 6 tapers had crushed wicks, unusable and beyond repair. I placed them in the box which houses spent candles and replaced them with three brand new ones.  Instead of blowing the ‘tapers’ out, it became obvious that whoever had employed them had simply stubbed them out on the metal stand where candles are housed. This brought to mind the almost same error of judgement I made on the altar in the late 50’s.
	I had only just ‘joined the Altar-Servers Union’ and after Sunday Mass (10:45 am in those days) all the older servers had dashed off so I was told by the senior server to go and ‘extinguish’ the 6 large candles on the Altar. I picked up the long ‘blocker’ and went to do as commanded.
	I had never performed this duty before and made the huge mistake of pulling the blocker all the way down onto the candle wicks and flattening them into the wax. What I should have done. as most people will be aware, was simply cover the top of the  candles depriving the flames of any oxygen and going out naturally. Let’s just say, I never made the same mistake again.
	My other claim to ‘infamy’ was in the sacristy room inhabited by the Altar Servers. If you entered the room via the door opposite the grotto, you passed the ‘lavatory’ and on the left of the room was a huge cupboard housing the cassocks and white surplices. Two rows of coat-hooks held these items of attire. We were passing time before Mass when I decided to be ‘Tarzan’ and went into the cupboard, grabbed two hooks and attempted to swing across.
	The whole shebang crashed down onto me completely immersing me in ‘Altar Clobber’ I expected a ‘Red Card’ off the senior server (Vincent), he simply shook his head and walked away! Again, I didn’t do it twice. Happy Days

	Tony Billington
	A Hidden Treasure Above Us
	The Sistine Chapel Ceiling in Goring
	Many people pass by the Church of the English Martyrs in Goring-by-Sea without a second glance. From the outside, it appears to be a simple, modern parish church. Yet those who step inside are

	met with something quite extraordinary: a breathtaking ceiling that echoes one of the greatest masterpieces in the world.
	High above the congregation stretches a faithful reproduction of Michelangelo’s famous Sistine Chapel ceiling. This remarkable artwork is not a print or projection, but a fully hand-painted recreation—believed to be the only complete copy of its kind anywhere in the world.
	A Work of Faith and Dedication What makes this achievement even more inspiring is the story behind it. The ceiling was painted by a parishioner, Gary Bevans, a signwriter by profession with no formal artistic training.
	After visiting Rome in 1987 and seeing the Sistine Chapel for himself, he returned home deeply moved. With the blessing of the parish priest and bishop, he began the extraordinary task of recreating the ceiling in his own parish church.
	Working mostly in the evenings and at weekends, alongside his full-time job and family life, Gary spent over five years bringing the project to completion. The work was finally finished in 1993—a true labour of love and devotion.
	How It Was Created The process itself was as remarkable as the finished result. The church ceiling was first covered with wooden panels, which Gary prepared and painted directly.
	Using acrylic paints to recreate the effect of Renaissance frescoes, he carefully sketched and painted hundreds of figures and scenes.
	The completed work includes more than 500 individual figures, depicting the great Biblical stories also found in the original Sistine Chapel—Creation, Adam and Eve, the Flood, and the prophets who foretold Christ.
	The church building is similar in width to the Sistine Chapel but shorter in length, so the artwork has been adapted to about two-thirds of the original size.
	To preserve the visual impact, additional architectural details and elements were incorporated into the design, creating a striking and immersive experience.
	Another distinctive feature is the colour. Because the work was completed at the time when the Vatican ceiling had just been
	restored, the Goring version reflects the bright, vibrant tones that Michelangelo originally intended—colours that had been hidden for centuries beneath soot and age.
	An Experience for All Visitors often describe the experience of entering the church as astonishing. The exterior gives little hint of what lies within, and so the sudden sight of the painted ceiling can be quite overwhelming. Unlike the original in Rome, which is far above the viewer, this ceiling is closer and easier to appreciate in detail. Every figure, every scene, and every brushstroke can be admired without the need to strain the eyes—or the neck.
	A Gift to the Church Above all, this ceiling is more than a work of art—it is an expression of faith.
	Created not for profit or fame, but as a gift to the Church, it stands as a testimony to what dedication, inspiration, and belief can achieve.
	Today, the Church of the English Martyrs is home to what many have called a “hidden treasure”—a place where art and spirituality meet, inviting all who enter to look up, reflect, and be inspired.
	Watch the video tour on Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYjhujQkZDs or visit the parish webiste to see more detail https://english-martyrs.co.uk/our-church/visiting-us/sistine-chapel-ceiling/

	Deaf Lostock Hall Juniors Football Presentation Night
	“As always, a massive thank you to St Gerard’s Church for the use of the Shields Centre for our annual presentation night.
	This is our third year celebrating here, and as always, it’s such a beautiful space for the children to come together and celebrate another fantastic season.  It’s about so much more than football it’s about friendship, confidence and creating lasting memories.
	We are incredibly grateful for your kindness, generousity and continued support.  Thank you for helping to make another special evening possible.”

	Why Do Catholics Make Mass Offerings?
	A Brief History and Explanation for Parishioners Many Catholics are familiar with requesting a Mass for a loved one who has died, for someone who is ill, or in thanksgiving for a blessing received. Often this request is accompanied by a Mass offering, sometimes called a Mass stipend. But where does this tradition come from, and what does it mean?
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